CLEMENCEAU

ceau himself took office.   It was his hard fate to meet the full
fury of the storm as Premier of France.

No trifling storm it was. The whole countryside, in the late
spring and summer, was aflame. Commune after commiuae,
district after district, took part in the agitation. Peasants
and proletaires made common cause against the authorities.
Taxes should not be paid. Tax-gatherers should appear at
their peril. The Government was an unjust Government, and
should be defied. And it was so. Meetings were held in every
town and village. Capable representatives and leaders, of
whom a M. Albert was the chief, were chosen by the men them-
selves. Attempts to confer with the people as a whole resulted
in failure. The old story was told again. The reactionaries of
the Eight took the side of the people, and shouted against
" adulteration/' because thfey were victims of a chaotic economic
system, because also they objected to the use of troops, who
belonged to and were paid by the whole people, in order to
maintain that system in full vigour. What was to be done ?
Things got worse and worse. The Minister of the Interior felt
obliged to call out the troops in order to prevent downright
ruin being wrought in Narbonne, Montpellier and St. Beziers.
There were killed and wounded on both sides. Hence a serious
ministerial crisis was threatened which, as matters stood, could
scarcely fail to tell in favour of reaction and against the only
Eepublic then possible.

The facts were beyond dispute. In consequence of the
causes and results summarised, the temper of the people became
unmanageable. There were terrible riots of a wholly anarchist
character. The doors of public buildings were soaked with
kerosene and then set on fire. At Narbonne, Montpellier and
- St. Beziers attacks were made on peaceful citizens at dead of
night by uncontrolled mobs of armed men recruited from the
worst members of the population/ Soldiers on the spot refused
to fire in reply to revolver Tshots aimed at them. The provoca-
tions to the troops, who were brought in solely to maintain
order, were almo6^intolerablea but they were barne with heroic
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